
SAT ACT  TOEFL iBT SAT Subject Tests AP
Structure and 
Content

Overview:  10 sections which takes 
3 hours and 45 minutes to complete

Critical Reading:  sentence 
completion questions, passages with 
questions

Mathematics:  algebra I and II, 
geometry, arithmetic, data analysis

Writing:  essay, improving 
sentences, error identification, 
improving paragraphs

Overview:  four sections which takes 3 
hours and 30 minutes to complete

English:   punctuation, grammar, 
sentence structure. 45 minutes

Mathematics:  algebra I and II, 
geometry, trigonometry. 60 minutes

Reading:   passages with questions. 35 
minutes

Science:   biology, chemistry, physics, 
geology, astronomy, meteorology. 35 
minutes

Optional Essay:  30 minutes

Overview: four sections which can take 
up to 4 hours and 30 minutes to 
complete

Reading Comprehension:  3-5 
passages with 12-15 questions each.  
60-100 minutes

Listening Comprehension:   6-9 
academic lectures, discussions, and 
campus conversations with 5-6 
questions each.  50-75 minutes

Speaking:   students will record 
responses to 6 questions some of 
which involve integrating reading and 
listening skills. 30 minutes

Writing:  students will write two essays, 
one of which involves integrating data 
from a reading passage and an 
academic lecture.  50 minutes

Overview: All Subject Tests are one-
hour, multiple choice

Mathematics Level 1:  algebra I and II, 
geometry  
Mathematics Level 2: alegraba I and II, 
geometry, precalculus and/or 
trigonometry
Biology Ecological/Molecular
Chemistry 
Physics 
Literature 
U.S. History
World History 
Various Languages (only offered in 
November)

Overview: Most AP tests last 2-3 hours

Art History 
Biology 
Calculus AB / Calculus BC 
Chemistry 
Computer Science A / Computer 
Science AB 
Macroeconomics
Microeconomics 
English Literature 
Environmental Science 
European History 
French Literature 
Comp Government & Politics 
U.S. Government & Politics 
Human Geography 
Latin Literature 
Latin: Vergil 
Music Theory 
Physics B / Physics C 
Psychology 
Spanish Literature 
Statistics 
Studio Art 
U.S. History 
World History  
Various Languages

Penalty for wrong 
answer

Yes No No Yes Yes

Score Range 600-2400 1-36 0-120 0-800 1-5
Who needs to take 
it?

Most students applying to a college 
or university in the U.S. need to take 
either the SAT or the ACT.

Most students applying to a college or 
university in the U.S. need to take 
either the SAT or the ACT.

The general rule is any non-native 
speaker who has less than two years of 
instruction in English needs to take the 
TOEFL.

Check individual schools for additional 
requirements.

Check individuals schools for 
requirements

Even if a school doesn't require subject 
tests, students should still consider 
taking them since they look great on 
applications.

Not required for admissions but 
students who score well on AP exams 
can earn college credit.

When is it 
administered in 
Taiwan?

Six times a year Five times a year Once or twice a week, depending on 
location

Six times a  year Two weeks in May; check the website 
for specific dates

How much does it 
cost?

US$43 US$30 US$150 US$20 basic registration fee
US$20 per listening test
US$8 per test

US$84 per test

How do I register? www.collegeboard.com www.act.org www.toefl.org www.collegeboard.com www.collegeboard.com
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